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BY SHELLEY SIBLEY
sibleysh@mnstate.edu
Pink and green colors splashed, 
dotted and flowed across the 
conference room at the Ramada 
Plaza in Fargo on Friday night. 
Women of all ages were gathered 
around, sharing the glorious 
bond of sisterhood, discussing 
their lives from when they were 
students at MSUM and most 
importantly, swimming in a sea 
of everlasting Greek bonds. Delta 
Zeta’s 50th Anniversary kicked 
off like a rocket and seemed to 
have no ending to the displays of 
lifelong friendships.
“I’m really excited for the 
breakfast tomorrow morning, to 
have all the alumni come see the 
house and march in the parade 
with us,” said Lacy Johnson, 
current active member of Delta 
Zeta. She was not the only one 
who was enthusiastic about the 
parade. Kayla Hagan, a recent 
graduate from MSUM was also 
excited to show her DZ pride. 
There were over 150 past 
and present Delta Zetas at the 
meet and greet on Friday night 
and almost all of those women 
were chanting down the streets 
of MSUM on Saturday morning, 
despite the rain. 
“(This weekend) is all about 
connecting sisters across 
50 years,” said the National 
Philanthropy chair woman, 
Barbara Brotherton. Many Delta 
Zeta sisters from the past 50 
years were reconnecting with 
each other at the meet and greet 
and the breakfast held at the Delta 
Zeta house the next morning. Not 
only were there current students 
connecting with recent graduates, 
but also with some of the women 
founders of the Theta Nu chapter 
of Delta Zeta on MSUM’s 
campus, back in 1963. 
“We had been on campus 
for 53 years as a local group,” 
explained one of the Theta Nu 
chapter charter members from 
Delta Zeta sorority 
celebrates 50 years
DELTA ZETA, PAGE 11
BY BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu
The owner of the region’s 
largest newspaper announced 
a $1 million donation to the 
MSUM mass communications 
department Friday.
The gift, revealed at Hansen 
Theatre just before the four 
living current and former 
MSUM presidents held a panel 
discussion, will be used to create 
the William C. Marcil and Jane 
B. Marcil Center for Innovative 
Journalism.
The new center will allow 
MSUM to better “prepare new 
generations of journalists,” said 
president Edna Szymanski, who 
thanked Marcil for his generosity.
“There has been a longstanding, 
symbiotic relationship between 
Forum Communications and this 
university.”
In a short speech before 
a crowd that included several 
MSUM mass communications 
alumni who work for his 
company, Marcil said the future 
of journalism is bright.
“We’re pleased to report that 
this is still a good business,” 
said the owner of 33 regional 
newspapers, along with various 
television and radio outlets. 
“Responsible people still read 
newspapers, because they’re a 
source of trustworthy, reliable 
information.”
A steering committee — led 
MARCIL GIFT, PAGE 11
The Forum owner donates      
$1 million for journalism center 
55 years of leadership takes one stage 
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
William C. Marcil and President Edna Szymanski shake hands after the 
announcement of a $1 million gift to create the William C. Marcil and Jane B. 
Marcil Center for Innovative Journalism.
The four living presidents of MSUM participated in a panel discussion Friday in the Hanson Theatre. Seated from left to right are past presidents John Neumaier, 
Roland Dille, Roland Barden and current president Edna Szymanski. 
BY BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu
In the 55 years since John 
Neumaier became president of 
the newly renamed Moorhead 
State College in 1958, there have 
been 11 presidents of the United 
States. Turnover in leadership has 
not been nearly as frequent at 
MSC, which became Moorhead 
State University in 1975 and 
Minnesota State University 
Moorhead in 2000.  
“This institution has only had 
10 presidents and four of them 
are behind me,” said public radio 
host Doug Hamilton, a former 
MSUM spokesman, before 
introducing Neumaier (1958-
1968) and his successors, Roland 
Dille (1968-1994), Roland 
Barden (1994-2008) and Edna 
Szymanski (2008-present) Friday 
afternoon at the Hansen Theatre.
During a special Homecoming 
event to honor the university’s 
125th anniversary, the four 
presidents broached a wide range 
of topics. They talked candidly 
for more than 90 minutes and 
often had the crowd in stiches.
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House votes to delay Obamacare
The most high-stakes game 
of chicken is not ending so fast. 
The House voted in the wee 
hours Sunday to delay funding 
for Obamacare, thus all but 
ensuring a government shutdown 
starting Tuesday at midnight. 
The dramatic vote occurred past 
midnight Sunday, after hours of 
a rare Saturday session where 
the House GOP agreed to keep 
the government running past 
Tuesday—only if Obamacare 
funding is delayed a year, which 
the Senate has already insisted 
it will reject. The answer: the 
first government shutdown in 
17 years, which will furlough 
“non-essential” government 
workers, close national parks, 
delay passport applications and 
keep toxic waste sites from being 
cleaned—although the House did 
set in motion a plan to still pay 
members of the U.S. military.
Miss Philippines wins Miss 
World 2013 
Megan Young of the Philippines 
was crowned Miss World 2013 on 
Sunday night in Bali, amid threats 
from hardline Islamic groups that 
caused extra-tight security at the 
pageant. Indonesian Muslims 
had protested the ceremony as 
being “against their religion,” 
and, as a result, this year’s contest 
featured sarongs instead of two-
piece bikinis. Young’s win comes 
just weeks after Nina Davuluri 
became the first Indian-American 
to win the Miss America pageant 
(unaffiliated with Miss World). 
Young, 23, was born in the U.S. 
and moved to the Philippines 
at the age of 10. Maybe the 
American dream is dead after all.
Aaron Paul of “Breaking Bad” 
crashes “SNL”
In case you weren’t excited 
enough for Breaking Bad, Aaron 
Paul crashed Saturday Night Live 
on Saturday night as Jesse, no less. 
In the skit, Taran Killam’s President 
Obama introduced Paul’s Jesse 
to talk about Obamacare. Jesse 
discussed his friend, Walter White, 
who “got sick, like cancer sick.” 
“Because there wasn’t Obamacare, 
he couldn’t afford treatments…so 
he did what any of us would have 
done, he started cooking meth,” 
Paul’s Jesse said. 
Paul also stuck around for a 
“Weekend Update” appearance. 
Saturday Night Live returned for 
the season Saturday, with a slew of 
new cast members, although they 
did get a pro at hosting: Tina Fey.
Nancy Pelosi misses house vote
This is an almost Shakespearian 
conflict. Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi missed the House vote 
Saturday night and early Sunday 
that delayed Obamacare—and 
almost guaranteed the government 
will shutdown—because she was 
celebrating her 50th wedding 
anniversary with her husband 
outside Washington, D.C. 
World news from dailybeast.com
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10 a.m. - 5 p.m. World 
Vegetarian Day, CMU 
main lounge
12 p.m. Eurospring 
meeting, MA 165
7 p.m. SOC banquet, 
CMU 101
7:30 p.m. Opening 
night of “The Laramie 
Project,” Gaede Stage
9:30 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 
Resume and Job Search 
Essentials, FR 154A
7 p.m. - 11 p.m. 
I Have A Choice 
Week Carnival, CMU 
Ballroom
11 a.m. Sky Zoo, 
Bridges 167
9.23 
Noise complaint in Holmquist, 
one referred to Campus Judicial
Auto boot placed on vehicle 
in G-11 Lot for outstanding 
citations
  
Auto boot placed on vehicle in 
G-2 Lot for outstanding citations
  
Bike theft reported from bike 
rack near Science Lab
Property damage in Nemzek, 
referred to campus Maintenance
9.24
Suspicious Activity near 
Dahl/Grantham, unable to locate 
Fraudulent use of Dragon ID 
at Wellness Center, two referred 
to Campus Judicial
Medical in Weld, one female 
refused transport by FM 
Ambulance
Missing child located in 
Nemzek, Moorhead Police 
Department responded
9.25
Suspicious motorcycle in 
G-4 Lot, Moorhead Police 
Department responded
Suspicious odor in Flora 
Frick, referred to Maintenance
9.26
911 Hang-up in Hendrix 
Health Center, false — misdial
Marijuana odor complaint 
in South Snarr, four referred to 
Campus Judicial
  
Hit-and-run crash in G-11 Lot, 
Moorhead Police responded
 
MSUM briefs from Dragon Digest and submitted at advocate@mnstate.edu
10.1
10.2
10.3
10.4
10.5
Hiring Hockey Coaches
For the 2013-14 season.
All levels of coaches are needed. 
Fill out application online at: www.fargohockey.org
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449
Safety Tip of the week
Pepper Spray
Pepper spray is available at most sporting goods stores. If you 
choose to carry pepper spray, get spray that contains at least a 10 
percent concentration of Oleoresin Capsicum (OC).  Don’t just toss 
the canister into a bag, keep it in your hand so you have it ready. 
If attacked, spray for two-three seconds, back and forth across the 
eyes. If the attacker is wearing glasses, spray in an up and down 
pattern. Do not wait around for the spray to take effect — RUN!
Fire engulfs truck on campus 
Around 6:45 p.m. Sunday, 
the Moorhead fire and police 
departments responded to a call 
reporting a vehicle on fire in parking 
lot G-7. 
Moorhead Fire Department 
captain Gary Larsen said the fire 
started as the result of a wire running 
from the battery to under the dash, 
and that he could see the fire trail 
running along the wires. 
Austin March, the owner of the 
1999 GMC Sierra, is a student 
at North Dakota State College 
of Science and was visiting his 
girlfriend on when he got the call 
that his vehicle was engulfed in 
flames.
World Vegetarian Day at MSUM
Two tables will be in the CMU 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today in 
honor of World Vegetarian Day.
Students are encouraged to try 
some vegan food during this time. 
Students visiting the table will be 
invited to watch a four-minute edit 
of the eye-opening documentary 
“Farm to Fridge,” after which they 
will recieve a dollar. By educating 
the public about animals suffering on 
factory farms, others can be inspired 
to spare thousands, if not millions, of 
animals and ultimately create a more 
compassionate society.
Non-vegetarians pledging to 
go meat-free during Vegetarian 
Awareness Month (October) could 
win. Even just one day will make an 
individual eligible for the drawing.
Eurospring infomational meetings
 Eurospring Information and 
Financial Aid sessions will be held 
today at noon, and Wednesday, 
October 9 at 4 p.m.  Both meetings 
will be held in MacLean 165. 
Eurospring questions will be 
answered, and a Financial Aid 
representative will be there to answer 
finance related questions.
Williams releases solo album 
Faculty member Kenyon Williams 
recently released his first solo album 
for percussion, entitled “Homage.” 
The CD features a composition 
and performance by fellow MSUM 
faculty member Henry Gwiazda. It 
also includes compositions by James 
Campbell, Christos Hatzis, Cort 
Lippe, Carrie Magin and Concordia 
College’s Russell Peterson. The 
release also features the performing 
talents of Peterson and Gwiazda 
and former MSUM Music faculty 
member Benjamin Sung.
Student showcased in Ceramic 
Monthly Magazine
MSUM Art & Design graduate 
Catie Miller was one of five students 
chosen for an undergraduate 
showcase in Ceramic Monthly 
Magazine. The showcase is a 
yearly competition open to all 
ceramic undergraduate students 
in universities and colleges in the 
United States and features photos of 
winning students’ work, along with a 
description of the art and the name of 
the school the student attends.
In honor of the 125th anniversary of MSUM, students will 
have the opportunity to be involved in year-long token hunt. 
Each monthly token is worth $50 to the bookstore.
 Clues given will have to do with university history and 
will be sent out via the student listserv, MSUM Twitter and 
Facebook accounts, as well as printed in the Advocate.
Look for a clue the first three Tuesdays of each month. 
First clue: In 1963, construction started to be for the place 
with the most MSUM diversity. 
125th Anniversary Token Hunt
9.20 
Noise complaint in Dahl, 
warnings given to occupants of 
room
  
Verbal argument in CMU 
parties separated
  
Harassing message left on 
white board in East Snarr
  
Suspicious Activity outside 
Grantham, two males referred 
to Campus Judicial for being 
on roof
9.21
Marijuana odor complaint 
in Grantham, unable to detect 
odor upon arrival
  
Alcohol odor complaint in 
South Snarr, one of-age male 
located and escorted to room
  
Alcohol violation outside 
Alumni House, two Concordia 
students cited by Moorhead 
Police Department for minor 
consuming
Suspicious activity near 
south side of Science Lab, 
two males fled on foot before 
arrival of the Moorhead Police 
Department
9.22
Theft of coins reported in 
Grantham
  
Marijuana odor complaint in 
Nelson, unable to locate source
  
Intoxicated male reported in 
M-5 Lot, unable to locate
Found alcohol container 
between Dahl & Grantham, 
disposed of by Public  
Safety
A & E
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BY ELLEN ROSSOW 
rossowel@mnstate.edu
Driving home Friday night was rough. Not only 
was I hydroplaning through puddles in the pouring 
rain, but I almost ran through a couple stop signs. 
If there would have been a hooker crossing the 
street, I probably would have hit her, too. 
I usually am not such a horrible driver, but 
after hours of playing the newest Grand Theft 
Auto game, I had to work pretty hard to not flip 
my car. 
Five years after the release of the latest game 
in the franchise, the Grand Theft Auto world was 
reborn in this newest installment, Grand Theft 
Auto V. Well worth the wait, the newest story 
of badassery promised a huge world in which 
players can wreak havoc, while following the 
story of the three main characters and laughing at 
the satirical details found throughout Los Santos. 
Complete with some startlingly realistic 
terrain and explicit language that leaves nothing 
to be desired, Grand Theft Auto V delivers these 
promises and much more.  
While I, personally, was unable to play through 
the entire game, I did have to be pried away from 
it after almost three hours of consecutive play. 
My only complaint for Rockstar games is the 
microscopic white needlepoint that is supposed 
to be used to aim at targets. Especially when 
put against the sunny California sky, it is nearly 
impossible to see for even the most experienced 
of gamers. 
Well worth the hype, I think GTA V has a 
storyline that presents a challenge to players 
but also feeds ones desire to just wreck stuff.  I 
encourage everyone to give GTA a chance, but 
wait a good hour or so before driving anywhere 
as you may have forgotten the function of real 
world traffic laws. 
A&E editor murders (virtual) civilians
Grand Theft Auto V was released on Sept. 17, selling more than 15 million copies.
Courtesy of fansided.com
BY CHARLES CRANE
cranech@mnstate.edu
I had planned to write about horror 
today. The season is fast approaching, 
and 2013 has been a strong year for the 
genre. 
Director James Wan is singlehandedly 
revitalizing a genre that has been 
especially uninspired as of late with 
his pair of throwback scares “The 
Conjuring” and “Insidious 2.” Not to 
mention the darkly funny bloodfest 
that is the finally released “You’re 
Next.” 
I was really excited to talk about 
these movies. Then I saw “Prisoners.” 
While not truly being a horror movie, 
it does transcend its genre, like the 
films I mentioned above.  
What “The Conjuring” did for the 
haunted house and “You’re Next” 
did for the home invasion slasher, 
“Prisoners” does for an abduction 
thriller. 
The setup is fairly typical. It is 
Thanksgiving, and two families come 
together to celebrate. Everything seems 
to be fine until Keller Dover (Hugh 
Jackman) notices that the families two 
young daughters are nowhere to be 
found. 
A manhunt begins, and the police 
quickly track down an RV that had 
been parked on the street when the 
girls went missing. Detective Loki 
(Jake Gyllenhaal) is pulled away from 
his lonely meal in a Chinese restaurant 
to take part, and ends up finding the 
RV. He arrests the driver, a mentally 
troubled young man named Alex Jones 
(Paul Dano), but the girls are still 
missing. 
From here “Prisoners” goes in a lot 
of different directions; ones I didn’t 
expect it to.  References to mazes crop 
up constantly throughout the movie. 
The symbolism, while being rather 
obvious, is appropriate. The search for 
the missing girls has pulled everyone 
into a labyrinth, and all of them have to 
choose which path to take. While Loki 
is constrained by lack of evidence and 
law, Keller is driven by desperation 
and feels betrayed when Loki is forced 
to set Jones free.
Keller takes matters into his own 
hands, kidnapping Jones, brutally 
torturing him to find out what he 
knows. He enlists the other parents 
played by Terrence Howard and Viola 
Davis, but they have little stomach 
for it. As the characters constantly 
remind us, the chances of finding the 
girls diminishes by the hour. Time 
is running out, and the police aren’t 
getting any closer either. 
The cast is littered with Oscar 
nominees, and all are pitch perfect in 
their performances, especially from 
Jackman and Gyllenhaal. What really 
shines is the pacing and cinematography, 
unsurprising considering they had 
grandmaster Roger Deakins behind the 
camera. Deakins fills every shot with 
detail and reveals just enough to keep 
you interested and guessing. 
While at times it felt like director 
Denis Villeneuve was lingering a bit 
too long on certain arcs, in the end 
every scene proved to be essential, 
leading the characters and the audience 
deep down into the darkness of the 
maze he has constructed. 
In the end, the less you know about 
“Prisoners” the better. I’ve done my 
best not to reveal what the trailers 
haven’t spoiled already. I will say, 
however, that there are several moments 
that just ooze with dread. One scene 
in particular nearly gave me a panic 
attack. 
While the trailers made it seem like 
a derivative drama, “Prisoners” turned 
out to be a refreshingly incisive look 
at the darkness that can arise in our 
lives. The film’s good qualities bring 
to mind the sensibilities and technical 
standards found in David Fincher’s 
oeuvre, while at the same time juggling 
multiple plotlines and character arcs 
throughout. 
Monsters can take many forms. They 
can be ghosts, demons, knife wielding 
maniacs or even Cthulhu. But worst of 
all, they can be people. Audiences never 
know who may be hiding monstrous 
works out of sight. Like Keller and 
Loki, you have to accept that what you 
find waiting at the maze’s center might 
be more evil than you can handle. 
No way out ‘Prisoners’ shines a light on dark places
Courtesy of IPAawards.com
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BY ELLEN ROSSOW
rossowel@mnstate.edu
Nearly two weeks ago, Miss America 
2013 was announced. While many students 
may have learned of this announcement 
simply from its somewhat negative 
publicity after controversy over the winner’s 
ethnicity, MSUM’s role in the pageant was 
bigger than students may have known. 
Sheridan Pope, an elementary inclusive 
education senior and Montana native, was a 
competitor in the pageant this past year as 
Miss Montana 2013. 
While students may think that Miss 
America is all glamour, Pope assures her 
classmates that it is quite a lot of work, 
especially as far as her talent, tap dancing, 
was concerned. 
“I had to dance at least every other day,” 
Pope said. “I was weight training five days a 
week and then doing cardio or yoga.” 
Pope also had a special interview coach.
After her incomparable experiences in the 
Miss America pageant, Pope gives a lot of 
credit for her successes to MSUM. 
“I think one of the best things that helped 
me to prepare for Miss Montana was the 
epitome of being a Dragon,” Pope said. 
Pope is involved with Student Senate 
and the Gamma Phi Beta sorority, to whom 
she gives a great amount of credit for her 
leadership skills.
Pope also gives credit to MSUM, as she 
used her elementary inclusive education 
major to develop her necessary platform for 
the pageant. 
“My platform is ‘Possibilities for 
Disabilities: Inclusion Education,’ so it 
directly correlates with my major,” Pope 
said. 
As a former Miss America contestant, it 
is Pope’s responsibility to take off a year of 
school to do a school tour. 
“I will be going to all the schools in 
Montana, speaking about my platform and 
the Miss Montana scholarship program and 
how important it is for students to make a 
plan for higher education.” 
While her MSUM education was 
beneficial for the Miss America pageant, 
Pope also thinks that being Miss Montana 
will benefit her schooling as well. 
“I have gotten to meet so many awesome 
people in my field,” Pope said. 
Pope’s involvement in the Miss America 
pageant also gave her opportunity to receive 
scholarship money. 
The now nationally known Montana 
native didn’t always see herself as a pageant 
girl. In fact she wanted nothing to do with 
the idea.  
“The first pageant I did, I was literally 
drug by my toenails,” Pope said. “I was like, 
‘heck no. I’m not doing a pageant. That’s 
stupid.’” 
Pope does not regret doing her first 
pageant, however. 
“When I was there, it was felt like I was 
hanging with friends,” Pope said. “It didn’t 
feel like a pageant at all. So, after that, I was 
hooked.”
Pope is glad that she took part in the Miss 
America pageant this year, as she is grateful 
for the experiences she had, but she thinks 
she is done with pageants after this. 
“I think I am going to be a has-been after 
this,” Pope laughed. “I think I’m going to 
retire at 21. They are a lot of work.”
Miss Montana: Dragon first, contestant second
Submitted photo
Miss Montana, MSUM’s own Sheridan Pope, 
competes at the Miss America pageant.
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BY KYLE SARPONG
sarpongky@mnstate.edu
While most English majors 
have an interest in writing 
and some go on to pursue jobs 
in teaching and writing, one 
MSUM alumnus has made a 
career as a web based comic 
book writer and a co-owner 
of a renowned publishing 
company. 
Ryan Jacobson, who 
graduated from MSUM in 
1998, is known for his popular 
comic books titled “MONSTER 
NINJAS.” The comics debuted 
in May 2013 and they’re for all 
ages. Most of Jacobson’s work 
is based via web comic. It’s all 
free to read on MonsterNinjas.
com and to view on YouTube.
 
How did MSUM prepare you 
to become a better writer?
Oh, in so many ways. There 
are all the obvious things, like 
learning when to use “who” 
vs. “whom.” And there were 
those essential lessons, such as 
how to create a resume. But on 
top of that, it was the variety 
and the practice of writing 
so often for so many diverse 
assignments. It was reading a 
thousand different books from 
a thousand different genres. 
It was learning to write to 
deadlines and discovering that 
it is, in fact, possible to write 
something longer than 500 
words. 
What is your ideas process of 
writing stories?
Ideas come and go, but I 
know I have a good one when 
it becomes an immediate 
obsession. I’ll be reading a 
book, working at my computer 
or just daydreaming, and 
inspiration will strike. If it’s 
a really good idea, it will 
consume me. I’ll become 
completely useless for a few 
days; my mind won’t allow 
me to focus on anything else. 
I usually have about two 
good weeks before I become 
completely bored with it and 
feel a compelling need to move 
on to something else. This is 
why I have a fair number of 
books that ended up being co-
authored.
So, my first step is to outline 
the entire story in as much 
detail as possible. This is 
important because it becomes 
easier to return to the project 
in six months or to hand it off 
to another author. But, while I 
still feel it, I work as fast and 
as furious as I can, for as long 
as I can stomach it.
What is your favorite genre 
to write?
Comic books are the most 
rewarding to me; I love 
holding a finished comic book 
in my hands. But they’re also 
the hardest to sell and the most 
painful to write. I love creating 
stories and writing dialogue, 
but a comic writer must also 
describe every panel of art in 
the book so that the illustrator 
knows what to draw. That’s the 
really hard part. It feels like 
math homework.
My favorite books to write 
are picture books and early 
reader chapter books, mostly 
because I can usually finish a 
draft before getting bored with 
them. And I like writing about 
monsters. With young readers, 
there’s a very fine line between 
appropriate and scary. Kids 
don’t want to be scared, but 
they do want to think they’re 
being scared. I enjoy writing 
to that.
Got any advice for young 
aspiring writers out there?
Well, when I’m talking to 
elementary students, I tell 
them to read lots of books and 
to practice writing every day. 
Of course, that’s true for any 
age, but I guess a little more 
“grown up” advice would be to 
know what you’re getting into. 
When I started writing 
books, I inadvertently traded 
in my social life. There’s my 
family and then there’s writing. 
It’s hard to find time for much 
else. (Of course, that probably 
has more to do with me than 
with being an author). Also, 
if you think “author” is a full-
time job, think again. Most 
authors aren’t Stephen King or 
J.K. Rowling. A typical author 
makes somewhere between 
a few hundred and a few 
thousand dollars per year. And 
finally, know that when you 
sign up to become an author, 
you also sign up to become 
a marketer. Writing the book 
is the easy part. Selling the 
book is where the real work 
begins. An author isn’t usually 
obligated to do any marketing, 
but it sure does help.
And here’s a bit of free 
college advice that has 
nothing to do with anything: 
If it’s offered, take ballroom 
dancing; you’ll never regret 
knowing how to do that.
Advo Q&A: MSUM alum creates online comic
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‘Remember the Titans’ coach visits MSUM
BY SAMANTHA STARK
starksa@mnstate.edu
Herman Boone, the former high school 
football coach remembered for coaching 
the T. C. Williams High School Titans in 
Alexandria, Va., to an undefeated season 
and the Virginia state championship in 
1971, spoke on Wednesday in Hansen 
Theatre. 
“Nothing gives me better thrills as 
going around the world and talking about 
what these young men stood for,” Boone 
said. “I chose to talk to you this evening 
about embracing diversity.”
Boone was portrayed by Denzel 
Washington in the 2000 blockbuster film, 
“Remember the Titans.” 
“The movie ‘Remember the Titans’ 
is based in a time when America was 
undergoing the most stressful times in the 
history of our country,” Boone said.
T.C.Williams High School has one 
of the most diverse student bodies in 
America, with students 
from over 84 countries 
speaking more than 56 
languages in its halls and 
classrooms. The football 
team’s diversity set 
the tone for the entire 
community in a time 
of tension, conflict and 
mistrust. In addition, 
his coaching created 
the biggest uproar that 
Virginia has seen. 
“I did not plan any of 
this,” Boone said. “It just 
came natural.” 
The city of Alexandria 
decided to totally 
integrate its school 
system and appointed 
Herman as its first 
consolidated head football coach at T.C. 
Williams High School over white coach 
Bill Yoast, who had several years seniority 
and a steadfast citywide following.
“At that time, much of Americans 
believed that a white coach was more 
qualified than a black coach,” Boone 
said. “The white kids came up to me and 
said ‘we don’t like that you’re black’ 
and the black kids said ‘we don’t like 
that you’re not black enough for us.’ 
Although, I knew I was qualified.” 
Boone used football, the ultimate team 
sport, to create respect and trust among 
the students. 
“To some people, ‘Remember the 
Titans’ is not about football. ‘Remember 
the Titans’ is about respect, character 
and how one can accept the soul of an 
individual,” Boone said. “That will take 
you to where respect becomes trust, and 
trust becomes the emotional lube that 
tends to bind all people and communities 
together.”
These young boys stood for respect, 
embracing diversity, teamwork, 
leadership and the importance of character 
and community involvement at a time in 
Virginia when it was neither popular nor, 
in many cases, safe. Boone described 
the team as a group of people with one 
vision, to win. With one objective, to win 
with dignity and with one heartbeat. 
Boone said to his players, “I can’t 
make you guys like each other. Heck, 
I don’t like most of you, but you will 
respect each other.”
Diversity isn’t just limited to gender, 
race and perhaps an ethnicity, but 
true diversity includes age, religion, 
socioeconomic status, ability and sexual 
orientation, Boone said. 
“Diversity is not just about the color 
of your skin, it’s about who you are as 
an individual,” he said. “Diversity builds 
upon the growing pains and suffering of 
our time.”
“We can change this if you want to,” 
Boone said. “Everyone at this university 
needs to take diversity into your own 
hands. It only takes one person to make 
a difference in diversity, and that is you. 
We, here in United States, live in the only 
country in the world where all people 
from every country in the world can call 
our country home.”
According to Boone, to make a 
difference requires strength, motivation 
and for everyone to be able to stand tall 
and fight for what they believe in. 
“Don’t ever let anyone turn you around 
because of your beliefs,” said Boone.
For more information about Boone 
and the original Titans, visit the 
Official 1971 Original Titans Website, 
www.71originaltitans.com. 
Panera Bread finally arrives in Fargo
BY JESSICA FLEMING
flemingje@mnstate.edu
First, I’d just like to say it’s about darn 
time that Fargo got a Panera. I’m from 
Minneapolis, and it has always been one of 
my favorite places to go out with friends for a 
cheap and delicious lunch. I literally jumped 
up and down with joy to hear it opened the 
day before my birthday, which was such a 
thoughtful present from the universe. 
Enough about me and my joy, I’d like to 
share some of my favorite delectable items 
from Panera for those who haven’t had it 
before. Prepare yourself for some serious 
yum. 
The “You Pick 2” deal is simply 
amazing and a great place for newcomers 
to start. Customers pick two items among 
a cup of soup, half a cafe sandwich or 
half a salad. There are plenty of ways 
to personalize this and sample a lot of 
items Panera offers. Also, remember 
that, with a small price increase, you can 
order signature sandwiches and paninis 
instead. Along with this, you get options 
for different sides like an apple, potato 
chips or a baguette. 
They also have a pretty new pasta 
collection, that is offered with a salad or 
a cup of soup. The mac & cheese is just 
divine. For your sweet tooth, there is the 
option to tack on 
anything from the 
bakery case for 
about a dollar. 
On my first 
trip to the newly 
opened haven of 
lunch, I ordered 
half a steak and 
white cheddar 
panini with a cup 
of bistro French 
onion soup. With 
the delicious 
onions in the 
brothy soup 
pairing well with 
the caramelized 
onions and 
steak from the 
sandwich, it has 
always been my 
favorite option. 
Just beware the 
sandwich comes 
with horseradish, 
so if you aren’t 
partial, remember 
to ask for it 
without. 
As per my 
usual experience 
with Panera, 
everything was delicious. I had no issue 
with anything, except that I was too 
full to eat more. I went around 3 p.m., 
assuming correctly that the attraction of 
a shiny new restaurant would draw in 
crowds. It was reasonably packed, but 
the wait wasn’t long. They still had open 
tables, but customers may find that some 
are still cluttered with dishes from the 
past occupants. 
I believe there is some confusion with 
leaving dishes there and assuming they 
will be cleaned, or if customers are 
supposed to bring them to the station 
by the drinking fountain. The correct 
answer, folk, is to clean up after yourself. 
On my second trip, around 11a.m. for a 
semi-late breakfast, it was much busier. 
There was a line outside the door, but the 
line moved reasonably fast, and it gave 
people time to weigh their food options. 
I ordered a cinnamon crunch bagel with 
the honey walnut cream cheese and a 
pumpkin iced latte. 
Their bagels and cream cheese are 
a very fulfilling breakfast, and they 
have several varieties to pair up. The 
latte wasn’t the best I’d ever had, but I 
wonder if my mistake was getting it iced 
instead of hot. 
The atmosphere was much louder, 
and it was considerably busier than 
my previous trip. The line was always 
to the door or beyond. There was an 
interesting mix of people, from the 
college crowd to the retired-ladies-who-
lunch, but everyone seemed to enjoy 
their experience as much as I did. 
All in all, it’s still one of my favorite 
restaurants, and even though it’s 
very new, it doesn’t disappoint. Just 
remember to have some patience, both 
with the long lines and with the servers. 
Remember they are new too, and think 
about coming at an unexpected hour to 
eat to avoid the lunch and diner rushes.
The view from the parking lot of Fargo’s new Panera restaurant on 13th Ave.
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingje@mnstate.edu
                                         DAVID HOUGHTON • houghtonda@mnstate.edu
Herman Boone chatting with students after speech.
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must 
provide a valid photo I.D., proof of your current address 
and your Social Security or immigration card to donate. 
Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.
To pay for
books and
tuition.
You only need 
one reason to 
donate plasma.
My one reason?
Donate today at: 
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
(218) 287-2700                grifolsplasma.com
As a new donor, you can earn
up to $175 in just three donations.*
- Return donors earn $75 this week.*
- Refer a friend and receive a $50 buddy bonus.*
*Fee and bonus offers end on 9/30/13
Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a 
difference for patients and help you earn extra money. 
Right behind the Starbucks on 8th St
Sports
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BY MADALYN LASKE
laskema@mnstate.edu
No, it’s not football or soccer:  It’s 
rugby. MSUM’s women’s club rugby 
has begun.  With a decisive 48-0 season 
opening victory over the University of 
North Dakota, the Dragons are only 
hunting for more. 
“This year we are looking to take 
first place at Final Four. That would be 
something this club has never done in 
its existence,” head coach “Colorado” 
said. “With the restructuring of our 
league and everything, it’s better suited 
for us, a smaller club, to go on and win 
at final four.”
The past two years the Dragons have 
made it to the final four; last year the 
team took second.
 The 19 girls practice three times a 
week, this year at the M State field that 
they newly call their home field this 
year.
“It’s really nice to have the opportunity 
to come to M State where we have all 
this green grass to ourselves,” said 
captain Abby Furth. “This was a big 
step for our teams. We are really looking 
forward to the future and hope MSUM 
and the Moorhead community will see 
more of our rugby teams, as well as 
come out and support us because it is a 
fun game.”
The fifth year veteran from Lamberton, 
Minn. came to MSUM never having 
played  rugby before, much like many 
of the other girls on the team.
“We never say no to anyone, because 
we are always looking for new people,” 
said “Colorado,” who is in her first 
year as head coach. “We had a really 
strong turn out this year as far as new 
players go…(most new players) who 
come out are day-one rugby players, so 
we’re used to that and always welcome 
new people. It’s a pretty easy sport to 
learn.”
Rugby is played in two running clock 
40-minute halves with 15 players from 
each team on the field at one time. 
“Watch ‘Rugby 101’ on YouTube,” 
Furth said. “It’s very clear and simple.”
The game is full tackle, however, 
and no protective gear other than a 
mouth guard is used. 
“People get hooked pretty easily,” 
said “Colorado,” who formally played 
rugby at MSUM. “When you get that 
first big tackle…you get all amped 
up.”
“It’s just a lot of fun to play, you get 
to meet a lot of new friends and travel 
as well, which is awesome,” Furth 
said. “I fell in love with it freshman 
year, and couldn’t keep me away.”
The Dragons finish the regular 
season in October with the University 
of Minnesota-Morris, Southwest 
Minnesota State University, South 
Dakota State University and finally, 
the Final Four tournament. 
“Colorado” said any girls who want 
to become a member are more than 
welcome to come to practice Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
Rugby team opens with shut out
BY TURNER BLAUFUSS
blaufusstu@mnstate.edu
The MSUM Dragons came 
close, but couldn’t squeak by the 
Concordia St. Paul Golden Bears at 
home, as they dropped to 0-4. 
Down 36-34 with 12 seconds 
remaining, the Dragons drove to 
the Golden Bears’ six yard line 
and their go-ahead field goal was 
blocked. Despite the defeat, the 
Dragons turned in one of their finest 
showings of the season and put on 
a show for the Homecoming crowd. 
“I’m proud of how our team 
battled. We played well enough to 
win, but in the end we didn’t make 
enough plays to get the win. It’s a 
tough one to take, but our program 
is getting better,” head coach Steve 
Laqua said.
The Dragons lost two fumbles 
early on, but the defense held strong. 
There was a big fourth down stop 
on their own 15-yard-line and the 
offense made the most of it. MSUM 
drove 85 yards down the field, and 
Brandon Schell capped off the 
drive with nine yard score on an 
option to the left. Schell bulldozed 
over a defender inside the five and 
stretched for the score. 
Concordia took the lead with 
six and a half minutes to go in the 
second quarter with a 64-yard punt 
return by Cordell Smith and a two-
point conversion run by James 
Peterson. The Golden Bears scored 
again before halftime, as their 
workhorse back Tre Spears went in 
from 19 yards. 
The second half saw the Golden 
Bears ride the momentum and score 
another touchdown to go up 22-7. 
When the Dragons looked like 
they were going to roll over, they 
rallied behind their quarterback Jake 
Hodge. Hodge, who is stepping into 
Demetrius Carr’s role as starter, 
made plays throughout the game, 
both with his arm and legs.
MSUM responded with a drive 
and a couple nice catches by Adam 
Jiskra from Hodge. Hodge ran for 
a first down to keep the drive alive, 
and the young quarterback’s legs 
kept a play going long enough to 
find a wide open Dan Grande for 
a 20-yard score. The catch was 
Grande’s first catch as a Dragon.
“Nobody looks at (Hodge) as a 
backup. He started for us last year 
and has worked hard here,” Laqua 
said. “They look at him as a starter, 
and they look at everyone else as 
starters. Everybody on the field 
has worked hard enough to be out 
there,.”
The Golden Bears responded 
with a touchdown drive of their 
own to extend the lead to 15, but the 
Dragons never wavered. 
A nice drive that relied heavily 
on Hodge’s scrambles ended with 
Hodge punching in the score from 
one yard out. The Dragon defense 
continued their solid play, with a 
great interception in traffic from 
Brandon Nelson. Concordia forced 
a three and out and scored a 54-yard 
touchdown, with just over seven 
minutes remaining. Once again, 
MSUM snapped back.
Hodge completed a pair of big 
passes and pitched in an 11-yard run 
and a 20-yard run before punching 
in another one-yard touchdown. 
After the defense forced a punt, 
the Dragons fumbled to give the 
ball back. The Dragon defense had a 
rare lapse on third and 14 and faced 
a fourth and inches at the Golden 
Bear 45. The MSUM defense kept 
the game alive with a huge stop with 
1:32 left in the game. 
“It was a tremendous challenge 
for us. We looked real well on 
defense and it was great for us 
to come up with those big stops, 
and it was a huge step in the right 
direction,” Laqua said.
Hodge hit Cory Ambrose for 19 
yards, and the Dragons rushed to 
the line. 
H o d g e 
eluded the 
pass rush 
and found 
the go-to 
receiver, 
Jiskra, in the end zone from 26 
yards out. The two point conversion 
failed, and the Dragons prepared for 
the onside kick. Kramer delivered a 
perfect onside kick that Jiskra came 
down with and the momentum was 
all Moorhead.
Hodge turned in a stellar 
performance finishing 21-of-38, 
passing for 285 yards and two 
touchdowns. Hodge was also the 
leading rusher with 107 yards and 
two touchdowns. Jiskra had a career 
day with nine catches for 180 yards 
and a touchdown. 
“(Hodge) did a great job battling 
and improvising with his legs. It 
was a gutsy performance, and I 
thought he and (Jiskra) did a great 
job finding a rhythm and making 
some plays,” Laqua said. 
The Dragons play at 2:30 p.m. 
on Saturday when they take on 
Northern State in Aberdeen, S.D 
in Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference action.
Football team falls short on Homecoming
TURNER BLAUFUSS• blaufusstu@mnstate.edu
Running back Brandon Schell dives for the pylon in the first quarter for the Dragons.
Submitted  photo
Brandi Bucklin runs for the rugby team in the opening game against the University of North Dakota.
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Weather’s 
cooling 
down, we’re 
heating up
WELLNESSCENTER
Russe l l  &  An n  G erd i n
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu
Taking the extra step can be the 
difference between good health 
and excellent health. Students, 
staff and faculty are taking part in 
the seventh annual WALKtober 
at MSUM throughout the month 
of October.
WALKtober is an event that 
the Wellness Educators put on 
for student, staff and faculty to 
be more active.
“The standard has been set 
at 10,000 steps per day,” Lynn 
Peterson, Coordinator of Sexual 
Assault Services and Wellness 
Education said.
Peterson said that 10,000 
steps is the golden mark, and 
that equals about five miles per 
day. While each person’s stride 
is different, it is important that 
each person takes that number of 
steps each day.
The event is geared at giving 
participants a low-impact form 
of exercising and the opportunity 
to better their health.
“It doesn’t cost you anything 
… it can be a daily walk to 
your car or classes, and you will 
increase the number of steps 
you take,” Peterson said. “It 
will lower your blood pressure, 
promote heart and lung health 
and improve your circulation.”
For participants to take place 
in WALKtober, they can pick up 
a free pedometer at Hendrix, and 
then start tracking the number of 
steps they take per day. 
There are both weekly prizes 
and a Garmin GPS watch that 
will be given out for the grand 
prize. To be entered in the 
weekly drawings, participants 
need to walk at least 10,000 steps 
four days per week. On the days 
participants walk the required 
amount, they put a checkmark 
in the box. Forms must be 
turned in to Hendrix by 4 p.m. 
on Mondays and on Wednesday, 
Oct. 16 during fall breather to be 
entered in the drawings.
Each week there will be two 
random winners drawn. There 
isn’t a limit as to the number 
of times a participant can win. 
To be eligible for the grand 
prize, participants must meet the 
requirements of all four weeks.
More than 300 participants 
take part in WALKtober each 
year, and Peterson remarked 
that it is great to see the MSUM 
community taking part in the 
event.
Peterson said there are many 
ways for people to reach the 
requirement of 10,000 steps per 
day.
“Take the stairs, be a part of 
intramurals, go to the wellness 
center,” Peterson said. “There 
are lots of opportunities to walk 
from the Moorhead City Mall to 
West Acres.”
Getting people out walking 
and being active is the goal of 
WALKtober.
Peterson pointed out that 
participants don’t have to be 
on a team to take part, and that 
walking is something that they 
can do socially with others.
“It’s a great way to enjoy 
nature … this is a nice time to 
get out and walk and to enjoy the 
moment,” Peterson said.
With benefits of better 
sleep and lower stress levels, 
WALKtober gives students, 
staff and faculty the opportunity 
to promote a healthy lifestyle, 
while taking the extra step to a 
better lifestyle longterm.
WALKtober starts this week, 
and students can still pick up 
pedometers at Hendrix. The 
event runs throughout October.
WALKtober geared to promote healthy lifestyle and fitness
BY SAMANTHA STARK
starksa@mnstate.edu
About 28.8 percent of college 
students have smoked cigarettes, 
according to a fall 2009 survey of 
34,208 collegians by the American 
College Health Association. 
MSUM’s Office of Campus 
Sustainability is trying to decide 
an effective way to get rid of the 
cigarette butts and smoke that are 
consuming the campus; fighting the 
same battle that MSUM has been 
battling for years. 
“Everyone has the right of clean 
air,” said Joseph Herbst, MSUM 
sustainability coordinator, “just as 
much as smokers have the right to 
smoke.” 
But no one wants to walk on 
cigarette butts when entering 
MSUM campus or see smokers 
loitering at the main entrance on 
11th street. 
“The campaign didn’t go far 
enough for smokers to fully 
understand,” said Herbst regarding 
MSUM’s previous campaigns 
to reduce cigarette butt litter. 
Herbst thinks a contributor is a 
lack of knowledge in locating 
designated smoking areas and 
a lack of awareness to smoking 
students. “We have ashtrays on the 
trashcans,” said Herbst. “Although 
there is a non-smoking sign right on 
the trashcans.” 
Herbst said there are several 
complaints that students don’t 
smoke at the designated smoking 
areas, unless it’s enforced by 
campus security. Although, there is 
debate that if MSUM is truly a non-
smoking campus then the smoking 
receptacles located on campus 
should be removed, as it encourages 
smoking.
“There are 13 designated smoking 
locations around campus,” said Jeff 
Goebel, MSUM physical plant 
manager, “although they are located 
north of Dahl, they may not stay 
next year because of complaints of 
cigarette butts.” 
According to Goebel, MSUM can 
make as many designated smoking 
areas and cigarette butt containers 
around campus as desired, but 
unless it’s enforced, students will 
continue their routine behaviors. 
Completely banning smoking 
from MSUM just makes the littering 
someone else’s issue, by pushing it 
off campus instead of stopping the 
littering completely. Goebel said 
that MSUM campus tried to be a 
smoke-free campus in the past years, 
but students and faculty would 
smoke on neighboring properties 
surrounding campus. There were 
several complaints about littering, 
so MSUM had to create designated 
smoking areas around campus 
instead. 
In addition, sidewalks 
surrounding campus are considered 
public property, so smokers may 
smoke there. When the smoking 
policy was first enacted, smokers 
collected across the street from 
campus, and neighbors were finding 
butts on their property. Goebel said 
this is still an issue for MSUM 
today. 
“The issue is not necessarily 
making designated smoking areas, 
but for cops to enforce students 
to use the designated areas,” said 
Goebel. There is debate of having 
a ‘kick the habit’ conference in 
the beginning of the school year, 
providing students with more 
knowledge about quit smoking 
services on campus. 
Campus Sustainability wants 
to create a convenient, designated 
smoking area for students. 
In addition, MSUM hopes to 
establish more awareness for 
smokers on campus and create 
cautious smokers. 
“Peer education, which I think 
is more valuable than 1,000 
Facebook posts or 20,000 flyers, is 
the best when it comes from other 
students,” Herbst said. “It is better 
to tell the story as relatable or sticky 
information.” 
According to Herbst, MSUM 
is reaching the limit on actions to 
solve the cigarette butt litter crisis; 
it’s now up to the students. It’s time 
for students to take action, and make 
a difference on campus. Advocate 
for smokers to be more cautious and 
aware, or form a group of students to 
clean up butts. Solutions and ideas 
are appreciated and considered by 
the MSUM Office of Sustainability. 
The MSUM Office of 
Sustainability’s initiative is 
dedicated to promoting and 
developing sustainable practices, 
which will reduce the university’s 
impact on the environment.
“Campus sustainability isn’t 
just about greening the campus, 
it’s about giving the students the 
opportunity to get some out-of-class 
experience in problem solving and 
critical thinking,” Herbst said. 
Hazy rules make campus smoking ban difficult to enforce
Photo courtesy of drugstore.com
BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Dragon forward Erin Nyberg goes for the ball against Concordia-St.Paul in Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference action on Sunday. The only score came early in the first half by the Golden Bears. With the loss, 
the Dragons fell to 0-7 on the season. Next up is Winona State on Saturday in NSIC action.
Photo illustration by Ben Gumeringer
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Shame on Republicans
Without a last minute deal, the 
federal government will be in the early 
hours of a shutdown as readers pick 
up this issue of The Advocate. 
While most times both major parties 
can share some blame for political 
crises, this is not one of those times.  
The Tea Party wing of the 
Republican party is holding the 
country hostage, demanding that 
Obamacare — a major component 
that takes effect today regardless of a 
shutdown — be delayed for one year 
in exchange for passing a spending bill 
to keep the government open. They 
are also threatening to not raise the 
debt ceiling, which could cause this 
country to default. 
Although a large percentage of 
Americans disapprove of the law, it 
was passed by Congress, signed by 
the president (who went on to be re-
elected handily) and affirmed by the 
Supreme Court.
These extremists don’t deserve the 
privilege of governing. Voters need 
to hold them accountable in future 
elections.  
Advocate Editorial Board
The opinions expressed in The 
Advocate are not necessarily those of 
the college administration, faculty or 
student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to 
the editor and any submissions. They 
should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or 
occupation and any affliations. Letters 
are due by 5 p.m. Friday and can be 
sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off 
in The Advocate office or emailed to 
advocate@mnstate.edu.
Interested in being a columist? or a cartoonist?
The Advocate wants you! 
Contact Jessica at
 jaspersoje@mnstate.edu 
Minnesota education needs reform
ANDREW THOMASON
thomasonan@mnstate.edu
There are two approaches to 
conveying information to students 
in the classroom. 
One is the standard: cover the 
given information, the students 
read it, they take a test on the 
information and the grade they 
receive is their grade. The second 
is a more comprehensive 
approach. 
The teacher introduces 
the information and 
students apply the 
knowledge to already 
known information. The 
students take a test on 
the information, then 
the teacher revisits and 
reiterates the information the 
students did not comprehend 
according to the test results.
While the first method covers 
all of the information in a timely 
matter, the second method puts the 
student at the center of learning. 
Knowledge of facts and pure 
memorization are no longer 
standards of success. We are in the 
21st century where information is 
a couple of clicks away. 
We should teach our students to 
be thinkers who can translate what 
they discover, process it and use it 
to find the answer to the problem 
they are trying to solve. 
The old teaching methods of 
giving lectures, assigning readings 
and forcing pure memorization no 
longer apply to the world outside 
of school. Students are exposed 
to so much information that we 
should not be teaching facts. We 
should teach how to translate 
the information, which is at their 
fingertips, into problem solving 
skills. 
The Common Core State 
Standards have recently been 
introduced into public schools; 
Minnesota has elected to not adapt 
these standards. 
These standards teach students 
how to become 21st century 
learners and the skills of evaluating, 
processing and using information. 
We are no longer a country of 
simple, solvable problems, and we 
should not educate our children 
with simple, solvable ideas. The 
younger generation needs to be 
taught concepts they can apply to 
a variety of different problems. 
In order to maintain our 
technologic edge in the world 
economy, we need to create 
students who are college and 
career ready, meaning we need to 
create thinkers in our kindergarten 
through 12th-grade schools. 
These standards set a high bar 
for student success. This theory 
treats our students as successors, 
rather than teaching to their 
level. It will create students who 
are competitive on the global job 
market.
 We do not compete with people 
living in our neighborhoods, 
cities or even states anymore. 
We are competing for jobs 
with those in other states and 
countries. Telecommuting has 
made it possible for companies 
to interview and potentially hire 
people from across the country. 
The Common Core State 
Standards make it so that every 
child educated in the United States 
will be taught to 
the same level. All 
students will be 
ready to compete for 
college placements 
or jobs after school.
Education is no 
longer local. The 
idea that each school 
district knows what 
is best for their students no longer 
applies. 
The students from Moorhead 
will be applying to colleges 
across the country. They will be 
competing for jobs with students 
from other states. The state of 
Minnesota should, and must 
adapt the Common Core State 
Standards to ensure students have 
a fair chance at success in the 21st 
century.
Why craft beer?
ANDREW DEKREY
dekreyan@mnstate.edu
After prohibition ended in 1933 
into the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, beer 
consumers had little selection to 
choose from at the end of the work 
day. 
While different marketing 
campaigns labeled their beer as “the 
best tasting,” variations between 
recipes differed only slightly. 
Today, the ad campaigns between 
competing macro breweries 
have evolved into American 
icons. 
Think of the Budweiser 
Clydesdale, or the 
wwhhaattss uppp, Bud-weis-
zer frogs from when I was 
young. These have become 
icons at football games, charity 
events and anywhere the macro 
companies can get their name on a 
banner. 
Good beer doesn’t need 
advertisement. This becomes 
increasingly true when one realizes 
that their Bud Light is brewed using 
the cheapest possible ingredients, 
including rice and flax. 
To these macro breweries 
(Anheuser Busch, Miller and 
Coors), quality of the product does 
not matter. Profit is at the heart of 
their brewing.
This is almost comical, considering 
they hire some of the world’s best 
brew masters. 
Craft breweries promote the 
artistic, passionate and quality 
aspects of the beers they brew. 
They represent the history and soul 
of beer, which are more important 
ingredients than grains or hops. 
For years America has been given 
the reputation of having watery 
beers. However, many believe we 
are now pioneering in the world of 
craft beer. 
According to the Brewers 
Association, craft beer sales only 
make up 10.2 percent of beer sales. 
This number was up about 8.5 
percent only five years ago. 
So why choose craft beer? The 
world of craft beer is not only 
exciting, it is educational in nature. 
Each new beer I try is like taking a 
mini vacation. A world class beer 
can take you places. 
The yeast in a Belgian farmhouse 
ale might take me to the wheat fields 
of Belgium, the salty sea air in the 
hops grown near a coast or any 
variety of characteristics. 
One can compare the beer tasting 
process to that of wine. What does 
the beer look like? What does it 
smell like? What does it taste like? 
What is the mouth-feel like?  This 
might sound intimidating to the 
average beer drinker, but the best 
part is there are no wrong answers. 
Unlike wine, beer is rather easy 
to read on the palate, and is not as 
complex. With a little research and 
experimentation, it becomes easier 
and easier to catch on to what to look 
for within a beer. 
But what if you are not into 
“bigger” beers and prefer light beer 
because it is easier to drink? Not 
to worry, the world of craft beer 
offers many lighter styles that would 
appeal to the light beer drinker. 
Styles such as blondes, kolsch, 
pilsners, craft lagers and other 
sessionable ales and lagers offer 
more flavor and are equally easy 
to drink. These more approachable 
styles also serve as 
a great gateway into 
the heavier beers 
available.
My introduction 
into craft beer has 
changed my life, 
and I see people’s 
lives changing every day when they 
discover the world I have discovered. 
The past two years of my life have 
been a major learning experience.
It is more than just beer. It is an 
art, a passion and a lifestyle more 
people are discovering.  
“We are no longer a country of 
simple, solvable problems, and we 
should not educate our children with 
simple, solvable ideas.”
“Craft breweries promote the artistic, 
passionate and quality aspects of the 
beers they brew.”
Opinion
The Advocate | Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2013 | Page 9
Letter to the editor: The truth behind the ‘Nyan Cat’
Many people will watch it just for 
the pleasure of annoying a friend as 
that friend is trying to study. 
Many people will play its 10-hour 
loop as a test to see how long it is 
before they can’t take it anymore and 
have to turn it off. 
Many people will watch it just for the 
enjoyment of seeing a cat with 
the body of a Poptart fly through 
the galaxy, leaving behind him a 
trail of rainbow. 
But few people truly 
understand the meaning of the 
Nyan Cat, a meaning that is both 
beautiful and inspirational.
It’s rather unfortunate that 
the Nyan Cat is so unfairly judged by 
the world. Despite having millions of 
views and successful merchandise, the 
exploitation of the popular character is 
always portrayed with negativity. 
Many YouTubers use Nyan Cat to 
annoy others by playing it on loops for 
hours, or fooling people with its URL 
link by pretending it’s an important 
message from the president. 
I’ve heard so many negative things 
said about Nyan Cat from many of my 
friends and acquaintances, and I ask, 
why? 
The Nyan Cat represents much more 
than what people seem to realize. He 
represents hope, freedom and the 
courage to be yourself.
Why does Nyan Cat run through 
the galaxy? What is his destination? 
Where does he plan to go? We may 
never know the true answer, but we can 
understand why. 
He has a specific goal and a dream. 
How do you achieve those goals and 
dreams? By going out there, doing it 
and proving you can. The stars in space 
shown in the video are much larger 
than regular stars. 
Maybe those stars symbolize the 
Nyan Cat’s dreams. Maybe Nyan will 
run forever, but even if forever is how 
long it’ll take, he will not give up. 
Because even if you can’t do: try.
Perhaps Nyan Cat doesn’t care about 
his destination. He is just living in the 
now. He has the time, obviously. 
Maybe it’s just going wherever the 
galaxy will take it. Maybe Nyan Cat 
just wants to run free and that’s the 
beauty of it. He does what he wants, 
and he doesn’t care what people have 
to say. 
Freedom of expression is one of our 
greatest privileges and Nyan Cat wears 
that badge of freedom proudly.
Nyan Cat also represents the courage 
to be yourself. Not all cats were born 
with Poptart bodies. I’d even bet to say 
no cats are born with Poptart bodies. 
Nyan Cat is, but does he care? The 
constant smile on his face tells us no. 
Was Nyan Cat given the gift of 
rainbow power at birth, or is it 
something he created on its own? 
Could Nyan Cat be openly LGBT? If 
he is, good for him. I’d certainly be 
proud to live in a galaxy where Poptart 
cats are able to stand up to judgments 
and openly express who they are with 
pride. 
You can’t 
change Nyan 
Cat because 
Nyan Cat 
doesn’t want 
to be changed. 
Nobody should 
change who he 
or she is. 
I’d like to think that’s what Nyan 
Cat is singing about. 
Most humans can’t 
understand the 
language of “meow,” 
meaning we can 
easily misunderstand 
the true context of 
the Nyan Cat’s song. 
If only cats could 
speak English or 
humans could speak 
cat. Then we could 
truly grasp the 
message of the Nyan 
Cat, and our hearts 
and minds could 
grow with every 
word sung.
Nyan Cat teaches 
us so much about 
life: to believe in our 
dreams, to shed the fear of exploring 
new areas of life and to be ourselves 
no matter how tall or small, short or 
fat, gay or straight, black or white, or 
Poptart body or no Poptart body. 
We shouldn’t change who we are; 
we should embrace it. Nyan Cat is a 
beacon of hope for everyone. If some 
people can’t see that, they must either 
be ignorant or blind. 
Learn from The Nyan Cat, grow from 
The Nyan Cat and never underestimate 
the small things, even if they play 
on a loop for far longer than you can 
mentally handle.
Jakob Kolness 
MSUM sophomore
JOHN GOERKE
goerkejo@mnstate.edu
The English gentlemen may soon 
only be accessible in a copy of Dickens. 
The foggy streets of London, home 
to Sherlock Holmes or Father Brown 
(look him up), are now clear and home 
to modern, sophisticated and utterly 
boring Brits. 
Yet, the loss has not taken place yet. 
Last week, as a matter of tradition, 
I attended my last Allen Chapman 
lecture at MSUM. The topic cannot be 
written of here, for my account will 
pale in comparison to the original, but 
the man … that is another matter. 
I first met Chapman as a freshman. 
Fascinated as I was in Eurospring, as 
well as being rather sick of Moorhead, 
the opportunity to spend eight weeks 
roaming Europe with an Oxford 
intellectual seemed to be the perfect 
solution. 
What stopped me, and really 
shouldn’t have, was that in addition to 
eight weeks across the ocean, I would 
also have to spend double my usual 
tuition costs. 
Our second meeting didn’t see me 
any richer, but perhaps a bit better 
behaved. 
He always sports a classic parlor 
jacket with a vest and a pocket watch. 
I, on our first meeting, was wearing 
my pajamas. But one year later, I 
had reconverted to Catholicism and 
developed the habit of dressing myself 
in the morning. 
Chapman himself is an Anglican, 
and we discussed a book called “Aping 
Mankind,” which he had reviewed for 
the Church Times in London. 
The wonder about Chapman is the 
way time is irrelevant to him. He 
speaks of ideas and events with a wild 
glow in his eye. Those who have heard 
him speak know how majestic his 
English accent can be. 
Some years ago he had an operation 
to remove part of his palate. As a 
result his accent is a little harder to 
understand, but it is so very enjoyable 
to try. 
 As we talked about his book, the 
very nice lady who runs Eurospring 
kept glancing nervously at the clock, 
since Chapman was on a schedule. He 
didn’t notice. 
From his basic argument against 
scientism, to an anecdote about 
meeting Richard Dawkins, to the fun of 
being a historian, the man talked about 
everything the way a child speaks of 
their favorite toy. 
His lecture last Wednesday went 
overtime, but it didn’t over stay its 
welcome. He sang, joked, acted out 
Hamlet and blew his nose in a rumpled 
old handkerchief. With his long 
whitened hair and glow behind his 
eyes, it wasn’t hard at all to imagine 
him growing up in a tiny house, going 
to bed by candlelight. 
Historians tend to project themselves 
onto the subject. If a historian is 
ancient and boring, then history will 
seem ancient and boring. 
Chapman is a crafty prankster; he’s 
always pulling you this way and that 
way. 
First it is just criminology, but soon 
we are discussing cracked old ladies 
and ringing bells, a murder in a barn 
and the stuffy old scientist who can’t 
figure it out. 
History is full of unexpected 
characters, and Chapman is most of 
them. 
One of my deepest regrets, looking 
back on my time as an undergrad, is that 
I didn’t go on Eurospring. I wouldn’t 
even need to go to Europe really. To 
spend eight weeks just listening to 
Chapman explore his playground of 
ideas would be worth four times a 
semester’s cost. 
While eight weeks may seem like an 
eternity (another topic he explored in 
a whimsical way during his lecture), 
especially with some professors, 
Chapman could easily fill that time 
for the students. For him, it wouldn’t 
matter. 
Time isn’t of the essence when 
you’re thinking. It always flies when 
you’re having fun. 
Dr. Allen Chapman: Poetry with a pocket watch
“But few people truly understand the meaning 
of the Nyan Cat, a meaning that is both 
beautiful and inspirational.”
Dr. Allen Chapman visits MSUM from Oxford and lectures about “Ghosts, Spirits, and the 
Victorians,” while promoting the Eurospring program during Homecoming week.  
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Photo courtesy of the Nyan Cat Facebook page
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BY JESSICA JASPERSON
jaspersoje@mnstate.edu
Varsity athletics are not the 
only programs getting attention. 
At MSUM, athletes are made up 
of more than those who receive 
scholarships or recruitments. 
Kari Peterson, MSUM 
intramural and club sports 
director, continues to make 
substantial advancements for 
the program during her second 
year here, including bringing 
club team sports back to 
Moorhead grounds. 
“We wanted to give them, 
with the M State field, a place 
of their own,” Peterson said. 
“A place to call their own 
so they feel a little bit more 
ownership, they feel valued by 
the university, and they have a 
place where they can practice 
whenever they want.”
Both men’s and women’s 
rugby and lacrosse club sports 
teams use the M State field. 
The men’s club soccer team, a 
dedicated group of leaders who 
pursued a field of their own to 
use, also play at M State. 
“Our soccer team was a huge 
push for trying to get space, 
because they either were renting 
spaces off campus or trying 
to find parks that were open,” 
Peterson said. “And they’d get 
bumped the day of or the day 
before. It was really frustrating 
for them.”
MSUM club teams felt a 
disconnect from fans and 
acknowlegment, because rather 
than playing on their turf, they 
were forced to play in Fargo. 
Before M State was available 
for games, the men’s soccer 
team had to play games at 
Johnson soccer complex in 
Fargo. 
Brandi Bucklin, a junior 
majoring in exercise science 
at MSUM, is on the women’s 
rugby club team, and she enjoys 
being back on Moorhead soil. 
“It’s awesome to have a field 
that we get to practice on and 
play on, rather than practice 
somewhere and play on another 
field,” Bucklin said. “In the past 
we’ve played on NDSU’s field, 
which was nice, but wasn’t our 
own. Now we have our own and 
way more fans that come and 
support us.” 
The program has provided 
chairs on the sidelines for 
players to sit, a water cooler 
to refresh parched palates and 
extra workers to help teams.
Members of the club teams 
are coming to Peterson with 
suggestions and questions 
about using the field to its full 
potential. She is excited about 
their enthusiasm. The five 
club sports teams have come 
together to split the costs of a 
$2,500 renting fee each year. 
“I think they are coming up 
with some great ideas about 
how we can make that a premier 
spot for our club sports teams, 
so people want to come play 
us.”
Peterson also moved the 
location of the intramural and 
club sports website. 
Before the change, it was very 
difficult for students to find 
the programs, which caused 
confusion and low enrollment 
for intramural and club sports. 
They now have their own tab, 
“Athletics and Recreation,” 
under “Student Life” at the 
MSUM homepage. 
Some additions in the future 
include a clickable link for each 
club sport, where students can 
see the rosters of teams and 
the players’ short biographies. 
“We’re working on having 
it look a little more like an 
athletics site,” Peterson said. 
There is not a huge change 
for indoor club sports teams, 
such as fencing and Tae Kwon 
Do, but Peterson is advocating 
getting practice time indoors 
so they don’t have to fight that 
battle, she said.
“I think in so many different 
ways intramural and club 
sports can fit the needs of our 
students,” Peterson said. “Club 
sports give them not only the 
opportunity to compete, but 
development opportunities 
and growth within leadership, 
organization and budgeting.” 
For many athletes involved 
in club sports teams, there are 
upperclassmen who know what 
it is like to have to struggle. If 
the upperclassmen are seniors, 
then for the past three years 
they’ve had no professional 
staff to advocate for their team.
“It’s exciting to see the seniors 
finally getting something 
that they’d been wanting for 
a really long time … I think 
there’s a feeling of relief and 
pride of where the program has 
developed since they got here,” 
Peterson said.
MSUM club sports return to this side of river
BY KAYLA VAN EPS
vanepskay@mnstate.edu
Students across the state and close to home had the 
opportunity to meet with the Minnesota Senate Higher 
Education Committee as committee chair Sen. Terri 
Bonoff and vice-chair Sen. Greg Clausen embarked on 
a three week “listening tour” across the state. 
Joining Bonoff and Clausen at MSUM’s town-hall 
style meeting last Tuesday were Sen. Kent Eken and 
Rep. Ben Lien, representing the Moorhead area, as 
well as former Sen. Larry Pogemiller, director of the 
Minnesota Office of Higher Education.
In her opening introduction, Bonoff stressed the 
emphasis of this three-week tour is to hear issues that 
students are having with the higher education system 
in Minnesota and bringing those issues back to the 
committee to be addressed. 
Clausen noted that the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
11-county area is the “44th largest economy in the 
world, and that is because of the highly educated 
workforce” in the state.
“Education is really the engine that is driving our 
state,” Clausen said. “Students, you’re investing in it. 
Professors, you are guiding the way, guiding the young 
people, the future of our state.”
Eken said  that although in the recent past there has 
been a disinvestment in higher education, the state 
turned a corner last session to change that into a re-
investment in the higher education system in Minnesota 
through changes to student loans and grants. 
The big issues 
The largest, most reverberated concern of students 
was the climbing costs of tuition and fees over the last 
few years. 
Kevin Struxness, a political science senior and 
president of Student Senate, said he hears from more 
and more students who are working full time and going 
to school full time, and even that isn’t helping to make 
ends meet sometimes. 
“My brother is seven years older than me, and he 
graduated college with half the amount of debt that I 
have right now,” Struxness said. “I want to see more 
government investment in education.”
He said even with the statewide tuition freeze it’s 
getting harder and harder for students to finish college 
on time while accruing as little debt as possible. 
Some suggested improvements by the visiting 
committee members were to increase the amount 
of internships and apprenticeships. Bonoff cited a 
program at M State where companies are sponsoring 
students as a way to help offset tuition costs. 
Other suggestions included debt forgiveness through 
public service and reducing costs while in school, 
through online and in-classroom blended classes. 
Clausen added that there were two proposals to help 
the debt situation, neither of which made it past the 
Senate Taxes Committee. The first was a proposal to 
refinance student loans at a lower rate through the 
state. The second proposed a tax credit of up to $4,000 
for those who are repaying their student loans and have 
made their payments on time for a specified amount 
of time. 
Alternative ways to keep costs down
Yannis Tomko, a graphic communications sophomore, 
suggested cuts to non-tuition based necessities like 
textbooks and living expenses for those students who 
live on campus, stating that when he lived on campus 
his tuition bill “more than doubled.”
Open-source textbooks were an avenue explored by 
the committee, Bonoff said. “The committee found that 
to lower costs and make a difference across the board 
would require a broader conversation with faculty, as 
textbooks are chosen by faculty, not the school.
Credit transference
Students who transfer within the MnSCU system 
expect that the hard work, time and money they 
invested in credits at one school will transfer with 
them to another school, but sometimes that is not the 
case. 
The issue of ease of credit transferability is one 
Bonoff said was mentioned at almost every school the 
committee had visited. She said one student had taken 
48 credits at a two-year institution and found that 
when she transferred to a four-year school, only six of 
her credits were accepted. 
Bonoff said the committee is still in the early 
discovery phase of learning what can be done to create 
better credit transferability. The bigger issue is how to 
regulate all courses at all the MnSCU colleges so they 
are equivalent.
“We can craft legislation that will work,” Bonoff 
said. “But we don’t want to blindly issue a mandate 
that is going to have unintended consequences of 
limiting the freedom of academics. We have a lot of 
work to do in conjunction with faculty to make sure 
we have a solution.”
Philosophy professor Philip Mouch added that, 
from a professor’s standpoint, he appreciates that the 
potential for unintended consequences was noticed by 
the committee. 
“The biggest fear of faculty is becoming 
homogenous,” Mouch said. 
Though schools are banded together through the 
MnSCU system, they may receive their national 
accreditation through different systems. Mouch said 
those different systems have different requirements 
for accreditation, therefore making similarly named 
classes – such as English 101 – worth different credits 
at different universities.
Another way future college students can help lower 
the cost of their college career is by taking post 
secondary education option (PSEO) courses while in 
high school. 
Clausen said that PSEO classes are a great way to 
start earning college credits and prepare for college 
while in high school. Now more students are eligible 
to take PSEO classes in high school.
“It used to be that students could only participate in 
PSEO if they were in the top quartile of their graduating 
class and had to be a junior or senior,” Clausen said. 
“Now, if students are ready to take college level classes 
in tenth grade, they can. We’ve opened up that option, 
so we aren’t holding students back.”
The visit ended with the committee adding an MSUM 
sticker to a board that has traveled with the committee 
to all their stops that simply reads #myMNdegree and 
was emblazoned with stickers from schools across the 
state.
For more information about the tour or to find video 
and blog posts from other stops the committee made, 
visit www.mnhighered.wordpress.com.
Higher ed legislative leaders visit campus 
ALISON SMITH • smithal@mnstate.edu
The MSUM club soccer team takes on its NDSU rivals Saturday, Sept. 21. The teams tied 1-1.  After years of playing at 
the Johnson soccer complex in Fargo, the MSUM club team now plays its home games at M State in south Moorhead. 
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DELTA ZETA, FROM FRONT
MARCIL GIFT, FROM FRONT
BY MEREDITH WATHNE
wathneme@mnstate.edu
Student Senate vice president 
Austen McFarren is proposing a 
new “adviser of the term” award 
in hopes it will motivate advisers to 
be the best they can be. 
The secondary English education 
senior is looking for five to 10 
students to join a committee that 
will meet biweekly and review 
student nominations for the adviser 
of the term honor.
“Hopefully we can get a system 
where students send in a couple 
paragraphs about why they care 
about their adviser, promoting 
good advising,” McFarren said. “I 
don’t want it to be a popularity 
contest, so that’s why were going to 
do it based on best response voting 
process.”
The creation of the award in still 
in the process, and McFarren hopes 
the committee will be fully formed 
by mid-October.  
McFarren’s idea to create 
the program was in reaction to 
the mixed responses given by 
professors to the new LEAD 
Adviser Program, a leadership 
development opportunity for 
faculty members. He said not all of 
the faculty members were on board 
with the program. Many professors 
travel to get to school and do not 
want to make the extra trip on 
off days. There are also several 
advisers that are doing their jobs 
correctly, and the classes are just a 
repeat of what they already do. 
The LEAD Adviser Program was 
developed to identify one faculty 
member per department that would 
attend all advising and update 
sessions. This LEAD adviser will 
serve as a mentor to the department 
and is responsible for bringing 
information back to the department 
to present to fellow advisers. LEAD 
advisers will also be a member 
of a collaborative advising team, 
composed of department chairs and 
peer advisers. 
LEAD is the acronym that 
identifies the structure of the 
program. L stands for lead; E, 
engage; A, advise; and D, develop. 
A daylong LEAD Adviser training 
workshop will take place on Oct. 
14. 
McFarren said ideal nomination 
entries would be a personal story 
where an adviser gave a student 
great advice or helped them through 
a tough academic time.  
“We want to point out the 
positives,” McFarren said. “So that 
the advisers that are struggling can 
see that and see what other advisers 
are doing that students like.”
As of now, the award is known 
as adviser of the term, but once the 
committee is formed, it will decide 
an official title for the accolade 
as a group. The criteria for the 
award will also be decided during 
the first committee meeting. It’s 
important that there are a variety 
of students across all majors on the 
committee to make sure that a voice 
is heard from each department. 
It’s a collaborative effort between 
students.
“I don’t want to control 
everything, I just think it’s 
important that it’s student run and 
the students decide it,” McFarren 
said.
Most importantly, McFarren 
would like to make it known that 
it is not a popularity contest. The 
winner is not chosen based off a 
voting system, but by written first-
hand accounts. The overall goal of 
the award is that it will serve as an 
incentive to advisers to be the best 
they can be. 
Anyone interested in joining this 
committee can contact McFarren at 
mcfarrenau@mnstate.edu or watch 
for the Student Senate table in the 
CMU tabling area. 
Senate proposes 
advising award
1963, Sharon Simmons. “We 
started writing letters to some of the 
national groups that we knew about 
and there were several that wrote 
us back and wanted to come in for 
interviews.” 
One of those national sororities 
that wrote them back was Delta Zeta. 
“When Delta Zeta people came, we 
kinda just knew right off they were 
interested in scholarship and they 
were interested in friendship, of 
course, and they were also very high 
in philanthropies ... We pledged in 
May of 1963,” Simmons added.
Those Delta Zeta values can still 
be found in the Theta Nu chapter 
at MSUM in 2013. Every year the 
current women of Delta Zeta host 
a variety of philanthropic events 
on MSUM’s campus. One event is 
the Pancake Feed benefitting Delta 
Zeta’s National Philanthropy, the 
Painted Turtle Camp. The camp, 
for children who have serious 
medical conditions, allows them the 
opportunity to come together to just 
be kids. 
Not even the rain could dampen 
the spirits of the 150 women of 
varying ages and locations who 
came together early Saturday 
morning. They were squished 
together, elbow to elbow, at the 
Ramada Plaza enjoying breakfast 
burritos and reconnecting with their 
Delta Zeta sisters. On Saturday 
evening there was a formal dinner, 
where the Delta Zetas would come 
together to celebrate their 50 years 
on MSUM’s campus. 
Those interested in joining Delta 
Zeta or want to learn more about the 
sorority can contact Erica Derheim 
at derheimer@mnstate.edu.
by Forum Communications CEO 
and President Lloyd Case and two 
MSUM deans, Tim Borchers of 
the College of Arts, Media and 
Communication and Marsha 
Weber of the College of Business 
and Innovation – will decide how 
the center will develop. In broad 
strokes, mass communications 
professors said, the new funds will 
go to support scholarships, pay 
for new equipment and improve 
programming. For example, the 
sports communications and media 
analysis minors may become 
majors. 
“This partnership is going to be 
meaningful,” Marcil said. “It’s a 
partnership that we hope will be 
maintained for a long time.”
Mass communications 
department chairman CT Hanson 
said the Marcil donation would 
allow the already top-notch 
department to remain so.
“The gift will permit us to continue 
our efforts to remain not only on 
the cutting edge of journalism, but 
will afford us a unique opportunity 
to provide our students with new 
experiences using innovative media 
platforms and new communication 
strategies to keep America’s media 
industry a vital component of our 
American democracy,” Hanson 
said. 
The development might help 
recruiting, Hanson said, for a 
department that – like the university 
generally – is experiencing declining 
enrollment. 
“Any time you have new life 
coming into your program, that adds 
positive publicity,” he said. 
After the presidential panel, 
several mass communication 
professors shared their reactions 
to the donation at a department 
Homecoming meet-and-greet in 
MacLean. 
Although the new center won’t 
likely directly impact her classes, 
advertising professor Jody Mattern 
called the gift “a good shot in the 
arm for the program.”
Deneen Gilmour, who teaches 
multimedia journalism classes 
including “Writing for the Web” 
said she hopes the center succeeds 
at preparing students to land the jobs 
that are out there.
“This is an exciting era,” she said. 
“I cannot wait to see what happens.”
Martin Grindeland, whose course 
load includes videography classes, 
said the donation reflects optimism 
about journalism he shares with 
Marcil.
“I agree with those who believe 
that the golden age of journalism is 
up ahead,” Grindeland said. “The 
Center for Innovative Journalism 
should be a great resource to 
maximize our potential.”
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Neumaier, 92, told the audience 
“Not to be confused. I am not the one 
who is 125.”
Noting the first name of her two 
immediate predecessors, Szymanski 
– the first female president – recalled 
asking the search committee if “they 
are sure they are ready for somebody 
who isn’t named Roland.”
Dille said 11 people who worked 
for him, including Barden, became 
university presidents. “It was kind of 
a kindergarten,” he quipped.
But the event didn’t just involve 
droll one-liners; the presidents 
recalled the successes and difficulties 
of their tenures, while pointing out 
how much times have changed in the 
past 55 years. 
Barden noted the emergence of 
digital technology in the classroom – 
a development that permeated every 
aspect of campus, from rebuilding 
facilities to revamping curriculum.
“The classroom experience 
changed markedly and continues to 
change,” he said. Also during his 
presidency, state support for colleges 
decreased while tuition costs 
increased markedly.
“It is a real dilemma,” Barden said. 
“The consequences are tough on our 
young generations.”
Dille, the longest serving president, 
decried the creation of the MnSCU 
system near the end of his presidency 
for diminishing local control over 
curriculum and other decisions.
But Szymanski respectfully 
disagreed, calling the system the best 
in the country and “a wonderful 
thing for the sake of the student.” 
She credited her predecessors with 
leaving her with “the best faculty 
anywhere in the world,” and got 
choked up talking about how much 
the professors support their students 
– in the classroom and through 
scholarship donations.
Some themes the presidents 
discussed, like fighting for MSUM’s 
fair share of state funding and 
dealing with periodic funding crises, 
have recurred from Neumaier to the 
present.
Early in his presidency, Barden 
dealt with severely declining 
enrollment, and the school ended up 
eliminating about 70 positions.
“It was very painful for everybody 
on campus,” he said.
Szymanski, who retires at the end 
of the year, has dealt with a budget 
deficit in each of her six years in 
charge, but so far has been able to 
avoid layoffs.
The discussion ended with the 
presidents sharing the happiest 
moments of their tenures.
Neumaier talked about attracting 
students and faculty of color to the 
university in the 1950s and 1960s, 
which helped establish a tradition of 
diversity that carries on to this day. 
Audience member Brandon Mykel 
Van Den Eykel, a music education 
senior and 2012 Homecoming king, 
said that tradition makes him proud 
to be a Dragon.
“(Diversity) is something we’ve 
been worrying about for a long time, 
not just recently,” he said.
Art education senior Amanda 
Olson said she enjoyed hearing the 
four presidents’ firsthand historical 
accounts.
“They were very witty and 
entertaining to watch,” Olson said. 
“I didn’t know what to expect. It was 
fun to watch them interact.”
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Dragon pride burns bright 
at Homecoming 2013 
Homecoming 2013 was jam packed with fun events for students, alumni and faculty to commemorate MSUM’s 125th anniversary.
LEFT: The annual Burning of the M and fireworks show took place on Friday night outside of Nemzek.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Aries Serrano, broadcast journalism junior, and Noor Alomran, broadcast journalism senior, were 
crowned Homecoming king and queen at coronation following the Burning of the M and fireworks show. 
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